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Data can help make clear many of the important – 
oftentimes confusing – issues confronting the state of 
higher education in this country. One useful source of 
information is the annual report titled “Comparative 
Indicators of Education in the United States and Other 
G-20 Countries.” The 2015 issue was just released by 
the U.S. Department of Education.
The G20 is an informal group of 19 countries and the 
European Union. These countries, which include some 
of the United States’ largest economic partners, are 
among the most economically developed, representing 
85 percent of the world’s economy and two-thirds of 
its population.
Here are some of the report’s most relevant findings:
When it comes to school age population (from 5 to 
29 years of age), the U.S. has 34 percent of its residents 
engaged in some form of formal schooling. Although 
that is better than very aging countries such as Italy 
or Japan, which have 25 percent of their people going 
to school, it is much lower that countries like Saudi 
Arabia and South Africa, which have about 50 per-
cent of their school age people engaged in education. 
Additionally, as a percentage of the total population, 
this age group continues to decline in the United 
States. One major consequence of that for higher edu-
cation is that there will be fewer high school gradu-
ates, leading to increased competition among colleges 
and universities to attract them. 
 When it comes to graduation rates and edu-
cational attainment, data from 2011 show graduation 
rates from upper secondary education (high school) 
were above 90 percent in four of the G-20 countries. 
Japan was at 96 percent, the Republic of Korea and 
the United Kingdom both were at 93 percent, and 
Germany was at 92 percent. The lowest graduation 
rate was in Mexico, at 49 percent. In the United States, 
the graduation rate was 77 percent. Again, bad news 
when it comes to the main source of students for col-
leges and universities in this country. 
And these problems start early. For example, in 
France, Germany, Italy, and the United Kingdom, the 
percentage of 3- and 4-year-olds enrolled in pre-pri-
mary or primary education programs in 2011 was 
above 90 percent, whereas in the U.S., the rate was 64 
percent. In fact, in our country it is not until children 
reached age 6 that at least 90 percent of the popula-
tion was enrolled in formal education. That means 
students less prepared academically and socially to 
succeed in primary school and going forward.
Higher education in the U.S. continues to be the 
most expensive in the world. In 2010, the total expen-
ditures per student and the portion of these expendi-
tures devoted to core education services were higher 
in the United States than in all other reporting G-20 
countries. Expenditures per student averaged $19,700 
in the U.S., while in the other G-20 countries annual 
expenditures per student ranged from about $5,900 
in Italy to $15,100 in Canada. In 2010, the Republic of 
Korea and the United States spent a higher percentage 
of gross domestic product (GDP), 6.8 percent, than any 
other reporting country in education in general. 
We also find bad news in the data regarding gender. 
Differences in graduation rates between males and 
females were generally small for the G-20 countries 
with the largest differences in Mexico and the United 
States, where females had a 7 percentage-point higher 
rate of graduation than males. Graduation rates from 
higher education below the doctoral level ranged from 
a low of 18 percent in Saudi Arabia to a high of 55 
percent in the United Kingdom. The graduation rate 
in the U.S. was 39 percent. 
Other gender issues include employment rates. In 
the United States, for example, the employment rate 
was 86 percent for men with academic higher edu-
cation and 76 percent for women, 72 percent for men 
with upper secondary education and 62 percent for 
women, and 61 percent for men with lower secondary 
education or below and 40 percent for women. 
When it comes to favorite majors, in 2011 a greater 
percentage of first university degrees were awarded 
in the fields of social sciences, business and law than 
in any other field in all G-20 countries reporting data, 
except Germany and the Republic of Korea. They 
awarded the highest percentage of their degrees in 
the fields of mathematics, science and engineering. 
Saudi Arabia awarded the highest percentage of 
its degrees in the fields of arts and humanities. In 
the U.S., 41 percent of first university degrees were 
awarded in the fields of social sciences, business and 
law, whereas 16 percent were awarded in the fields 
of science, mathematics and engineering (among the 
lowest percentages of any of the G-20 countries). 
What this means is that the U.S. is lagging behind 
other countries in areas linked with progress in tech-
nology.
For those – including some politicians – who assert 
that higher education is an unnecessary luxury need 
to pay special attention to this data. In all report-
ing G-20 countries, higher levels of education were 
associated with higher income. At both the lower 
secondary education or below and upper secondary 
education levels, the United States had the lowest 
percentages of 25- to 64-year-olds who earned more 
than the median income. For U.S. adults with higher 
education, 68 percent earned more than the median 
income. 
In this political year when campaigns are using fear 
about external or internal, real or imaginary enemies 
for political advantage, we are failing to see that we 
are falling behind other countries in the field of edu-
cation in general and higher education in particular. 
And that fact will jeopardize the future of this country. 
Those politicians who like to cite the Founder 
Fathers and freedom as one of the original principles 
behind the birth of the nation while denying financial 
support to education, need to be reminded of the fore-
warning words of Thomas Jefferson: “An educated 
citizenry is a vital requisite for our survival as a free 
people.” 
Dr. Aldemaro Romero Jr. is a writer and college professor 
with leadership experience in higher education.  He can be 
contacted through his website at: http://www.aromerojr.net
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Letters from Academia
Pass it on
Trinity Lutheran School students pass themselves through a hoop Friday afternoon during an Olympic-style games event that 
served to wrap up National Lutheran Schools Week.
Julia BIggsIntelligencer
Continued from Page 1
Trustee Ross Breckenridge said a public pool is something residents have 
expressed an interest in.
“We did a survey of residents and a pool was something the residents 
wanted,” he said. “We have a pond, but we don’t have a pool. I think this 
small investment, based on what our residents have expressed they want, is 
worth it.”
The Glen Carbon trustees agreed to the one-time expense of $1,204 for the 
feasibility study and will discuss the matter further once the study has been 
completed.
Bowden said if the lease did become a reality, the cost to the village of Glen 
Carbon would be on a per capita basis.
The Cougar Lake Pool was officially dedicated in May of 1988. In 2012 the 
university converted the wading pool into a splash pad.
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“You wouldn’t expect a street col-
lapse of being normal wear and tear. 
There were going to be repairs, but 
this was expedited by the rain.”
Welle reported that 75 apartment 
units in Devon Court were notified 
to voluntarily evacuate as the storm 
sewer was repaired from the sinkhole, 
while two homes in Fox Creek were 
threatened by mudslides.
Repairs on North Kansas Street, 
Lancashire Drive and a stream cross-
ing at North Interceptor had a com-
bined total of $268,530.
Other expenses came from 
Berkshire Drive and Hadley Lane at 
stream crossings.
Fire department expenses totaled 
$5,147. 
There were nine calls the fire depart-
ment responded to for flood-related 
issues, including three rescues from 
flooded vehicles.
“That is both straight time and 
overtime,” Welle said of the fire 
department expenses.
Butts asked Welle how the figures 
for the fire department were deter-
mined.
“FEMA has a schedule for fire 
department expenses. You follow 
their schedule on down for what they 
allow per hour for the various costs,” 
Welle said.
Butts also asked about the city’s 
supply of salt due to flooding on M 
Street.
City Administrator Tim Harr said 
that approximately six inches of 
flooding washed through the front, 
and that there wasn’t a large loss.
“There were some of us that didn’t 
believe the last maps that came out 
showing that area as flood plain, 
because we’ve never seen it come up 
that far,” Harr said. “Sure enough, it 
did.”
Stack added, “This was an unusual 
event.”
Though the expenses are being 
submitted to IEMA, it would be fed-
eral money received.
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During the fight, the man was “hit, kicked and punched,” according to 
information contained in the Information. The charge alleges that the sus-
pects also “attempted to remove the eye socket” of the victim.
He was hospitalized with several injuries, including an eye injury and a 
puncture wound in his chest, according to the report. A weapon has not been 
found, though police suspect it may have been a knife or a screwdriver. 
The man reported the incident to East Alton police who forwarded the 
information days later to the Sheriff’s Department.
The attack occurred in Meadowbrook, which is   an unincorporated area a 
couple of miles east of Bethalto and about nine miles north of Edwardsville.
On Tuesday, the Madison County State’s Attorney’s office charged four 
people with mob action: Samantha J. Stoops, 20, of Moro; Maryanne H. 
Pickett, 31 of Moro; John J. Sanders, 19, of Cottage Hills; and Reese Meier, 21, 
of East Alton.
As of late Wednesday, none of the four had been arrested. 
Circuit Judge Richard Tognarelli set bond for each of them at $50,000. 
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The service helps seniors who 
need help with daily living, includ-
ing transportation, shopping assis-
tance, occasional respite care, com-
panion visits, seasonal yard work 
and minor home repair. 
The group held its Gala Fundraiser 
recently at the N.O. Nelson complex 
in Edwardsville. 
“The fundraiser will take care of 
us for a year or so, but there’s a 
shortfall from the state,” Wentz said. 
“A lot of the money we use to fund 
this organization comes from the 
state, and they’re getting cut. We’re 
feeling that a lot.”
Faith in Action has connections 
with about 10 churches in the area, 
which includes Edwardsville, Glen 
Carbon, Hamel, Midway, Moro, 
Dorsey and Worden. 
Wentz says FIA will be “making a 
sincere effort to go into more church-
es” and talk to people about the 
group’s mission. 
“We think they’re a really good 
source for volunteers,” he said. “At 
the same time, volunteers in church-
es know about people who have 
health problems that might need 
transportation.” 
Faith in Action is not affiliated 
with Main Street Community Center, 
which also provides some transpor-
tation services Monday through 
Friday for those 60 and older. 
Wentz says the number of people 
requesting rides varies with the sea-
sons. Administrators help to line up 
people who need rides with volun-
teer drivers.
“Of course they have to be com-
patible, and it has to fit with the 
volunteer’s schedule,” he said. “You 
can’t call up the same day and say 
you have to go to the doctor’s office. 
But you can all up and say you have 
to go within the next day or so. That 
can usually be accommodated.”
Faith in Action Edwardsville/Glen 
Carbon can be reached at fiaegc.org 






The SIUE Suzuki Tour Group and Viola Camerata, advanced string players from the SIUE Suzuki program, are hosting a trivia 
night and silent auction with the theme A Night at the Oscars on Saturday, Feb. 27, 2016. Doors will open at 6:30pm and the 
trivia will start at 7:00pm. Tables for 8 people are $120 each if purchased by Jan. 31, 2016; and $130 thereafter. Table reser-
vations (with payment) as well as any questions related to table sales may be directed to tourgrouptrivia@gmail.com or Elli at 
(314) 477-4953. Come decked out in your Academy Awards garb and spend an evening full of knowledge, wit, laughter and 
merry making in support of these talented young string players’ efforts to raise funds for their June 2016 goodwill tour in Latvia, 
Lithuania and Estonia.
For the Intelligencer
Widow of dead officer faces charge
CHICAGO (AP) — A grand jury has indicted 
the wife of a disgraced northern Illinois police-
man who embezzled money from a youth pro-
gram and then staged his own suicide to look 
like a homicide.
Melodie Gliniewicz, 51, turned herself in 
Wednesday at the Lake County Sheriff's Office 
when she learned of the grand jury indictment on 
charges of helping divert money from a program 
for teens interested in law enforcement careers. 
She was taken to the county jail, and was released 
later in the day after posting 10 percent of her 
$50,000 bond.
Her husband, Fox Lake Police Lt. Charles 
Joseph Gliniewicz, died Sept. 1. Authorities said 
he shot himself because he feared discovery 
of the embezzlement from the Fox Lake Police 
Explorer Post.
The officer's death touched off a manhunt 
involving hundreds of officers and raised fears that 
several killers were on the loose. Joe Gliniewicz 
was initially hailed as a community hero and 
praised for his work with the youth program. At 
the time, Melodie Gliniewicz's tearfully told hun-
dreds of people gathered at a candlelight vigil that 
Gliniewicz had been her "hero" and her "rock."
Two months after Gliniewicz's death, authori-
ties announced he had killed himself after steal-
ing from the village's Police Explorer program for 
seven years, prompting tough questions about 
why it had taken so long to reach that conclusion.
The Lake County State's Attorney's office 
said in announcing the indictment of Melodie 
Gliniewicz that money from the police explorer's 
account was used for expenses including more 
than 400 restaurant charges, personal payments 
to a Starbucks and a local theater as well as a trip 
to Hawaii.
Melodie Gliniewicz was indicted on charges 
of money laundering and disbursing charitable 
funds without authority and for personal benefit.
Joe Gliniewicz had run the Explorer program 
with Melodie Gliniewicz serving as an adviser 
and in a fiduciary role involving the program's 
finances, authorities said.
In a statement, attorneys for Melodie Gliniewicz 
vehemently denied that she took part in her hus-
band's scheme.
